
District Councillors’ Report – February 2019 
 
 
Budget and Council Tax 
 
The Plan and Budget recommendations will be reviewed at the Council meeting on 
February 21.  The proposed increase in SCDC tax will be £5, taking the charge for a 
Band D property in the District to £145.31.  The Business Plan consultation was 
interesting – the people that did respond particularly highlighted the issues around 
transportation and affordable housing. Copies of the Business Plan are available via 
the following link: https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s109820/Appendix A - 
Draft Business Plan 2019-24 for Cabinet meeting.pdf. 
 
Proposals will be discussed at the forthcoming Cabinet meeting to increase the 
premium for empty properties that remain unoccupied for extended periods of time.  
This is to encourage owners to bring properties back into use and to ensure that 
such properties do not attract vandals and/or become a magnet for anti-social 
behaviour.   
 
 
Traffic and transport 
 
There will be a Greater Cambridge Partnership consultation starting 4th February on 
proposals for the Cambourne to Cambridge Transport link. Although not directly 
affecting residents, it might be of interest to residents who travel that way. 
Councillors have been asked to promote as much as possible. 
 
The Strategic Bus Review report, commissioned by the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Combined Authority (CPCA), was published on 23rd January. The 
options being considered will be outlined in a business case. These could include 
franchising and enhanced partnerships but the timescale is depressingly long. Some 
improvements in bus networks could be introduced sooner but the report is rather 
disappointing given the time it has taken to produce.  The report can be found on: 
http://cambridgeshirepeterborough-ca.gov.uk/assets/Uploads/Strategic-Bus-
Review.pdf.  We will endeavour to make sure that the interests of residents living in 
the villages around Cambridge will be served as these proposals progress. 
 
Elsewhere, proposals on the Cambridge/Bedford section of the East-West Rail 
Route between Cambridge and Oxford have been published for public consultation. 
The consultation runs from 28th January to 11th March. Information about the options 
being considered can be found on: https://eastwestrail.co.uk/haveyoursay 
This is just a start and there will be more opportunities for people to comment as 
proposals evolve. There are also a range of consultation events arrange in February. 
 
Cllr. Mason and Chair of Harston Parish Council Niall O’byrne, attended a further 
meeting on 7th February with officers of the Combined Authority (CPCA) to follow up 
progress in relation to a feasibility study for Harston By-Pass. CPCA have reviewed 
information and held meetings with traffic modellers from CCC and GCP to 
understand the traffic volume forecasts to 2031 down the A10 corridor – 
unfortunately the forecast traffic volume is unlikely to be enough (in itself) for any 



proposal to meet the economically viable threshold for congestion outlined by 
Highways England. CPCA propose additional evidence around air quality and safety 
in addition to traffic volume could provide further support for the business case. 
CPCA will commence a project initiation process to ensure that the Harston bypass 
is included in the long-term plan / Business case project list, subject to sign off by the 
executive board. Further meetings are to be arranged with Highways England to 
discuss the proposed by pass, and to include a review of short-term mitigation 
activities for further road safety through Harston, with contact to be initiated between 
CPCA and SCDC on air quality, health and wellbeing (see below). 
 
Included within the South Cambs District Council budget proposal for 2019/20, is 
funding for additional infrastructure and investment for air quality monitoring and an 
environmental officer to be assigned responsibility for air quality. The focus will be on 
identifying “hot spots” throughout the district were monitoring can provide evidence in 
support of further action to reduce the impact of poor air quality on health and 
wellbeing. Cllr Mason has been communicating with SCDC to propose the A10 
corridor (Harston/Hauxton) is considered in the first wave of this investment – 
particularly the impact upon schoolchildren with the Primary School being located on 
the High Street / A10. 
 
 
“My South Cambs” Customer Portal 
 
Councillors attended a demonstration of a new South Cambs Council customer 
portal that went live on 21st January. Users will be able to sign in using e-mail, 
facebook, Microsoft and Google. The system allows customers to submit questions, 
contact the Council about planning, benefits, waste collections etc as well as to 
report problems. The system is evolving and will enable customers to track the 
progress of their complaint or enquiry. As the system is web based, it will free up 
officer time to carry out their work – we welcome any feedback.  The new portal can 
be accessed from the S Cambs Council homepage or on 
https://mysouthcambs.scambs.gov.uk. 
 


